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1. 349. mount for Branksome was the gathering word of the
Scotts. See 'Jamie Telfer/ Border Minstrelsy, where there is a
similar hurried gathering of the clan.
'Warn Wat o' Harden, and his sons,
Wi' them will Borthwick water ride j
Warn Goldilands, and Allanhaugh,
And Gilmans-cleuch, and Commonside.
Ride by the gates o' Priesthaughswire,
And warn the Cnrrors o' the Lea;
As ye come doun the Hermitage Slack,
Warn doughty Willie o' Gorrinbeny.
The Scotts they rade, the Scotts they ran,
Sae starkly and sae steadilie!
And aye the ower-word o' the thrang
Was "Rise for Branksome readilie!"'
1. 358. Our kin, and clan, and friends, to raise. 'The speed
with which the Borderers collected great bodies of horse, may be
judged of from the following extract, when the subject of the rising
was much less important than that supposed in the romance. It is
taken from Carey's Memoits:—
<« Upon the death of the old Lord Scroop, the Queen gave the
west wardenry to his son, that had married my sister. He having
received that office, came to me with great earnestness, and desired
me to be his deputy, offering me that I should live with him in his
house: that he would allow -me half a dozen men, and as many
horses, to be kept at his charge; and his fee being loco merks
yearly, he would part it with me, and I should have the half. This
his noble offer I accepted of, and went with him to Carlisle; where
I was no sooner come, but I entered into my office. We had a
stirring time of it; and few days passed over my head but I was
on horseback, either to prevent mischief, or take malefactors, and
to bring the Border in better quiet than it had been in times past.
One memorable thing of God's mercy shewed unto me, was such
as I have good cause still to remember it.
*" I had private intelligence given me, that there were two Scottish-
men that had killed a churchman in Scotland, and were by one of
the Graemes relieved, This Grseme dwelt within five miles of
Carlisle. He had a pretty house, and close by it a strong tower,
for his own defence in time of need.—About two o'clock in the
morning, I took horse in Carlisle, and not above twenty-five in my

